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Conservation Seminar 


Of Nature Conservancy and Sierra Club 
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The 1971 Spring Membership Meeting of 
members of the Connecticut Chapter of 
The Nature Conservancy will be held on 
Saturday, June 12, at the Kent School for 
Boys in Kent, Connecticut. 

The meeting will be held jointly with 
Connecticut members of The Sierra Club 
and be part of a Conservation Seminar 
sponsored by the two organizations and the 
Kent School. The meeting will be open to 
the public. 

The seminar will be an all-day affair. It 
will offer a chance to people interested in 


‘conservation to participate in a series of 


ectures, panel discussions and workshops. 

Mrs. Agnew (Shirley) Talcott, 
representative to the Atlantic ‘Chapter of 
The Sierra Club, and trustee and former 
chairman of the Nature Conservancy’s 
Connecticut Chapter, is coordinating the 
meeting plans between the Kent School, 
Sierra Club and Nature Conservancy. 
Members of all three organizations will be 
asked to help in various capacities to make 
the meeting a success. 

Connecticut Chapter Chairman Bill De 
Sousa and Eastern Regional Director 
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Stephen Keiley will report on Nature 
Conservancy activities in Connecticut and 
throughout the country. 

William Reifsnyder, chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Connecticut 
group of the Sierra Club will discuss the 
activities of the Club and its conservation 
efforts. 

John MacDonald, newly appointed state 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Natural 
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MATTISON AUDITORIUM at Kent School for Boys, where 
Connecticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy and The Sierra 
Club will hold a joint Spring meeting and seminar on Saturday, 
June 12. The public also is invited. — Photo by courtesy Kent 


Sponsored by Members 


HE 
LEAF 


CONNECTICUT 


Resources, will be a luncheon guest. State 
Senator Stanley J. Pac, chairman of the 
General Assembly’s Joint Committee on 
Conservation Legislation, will be the 
evening speaker. 

One of the features of the program will 
be a panel discussion sponsored by The 
Sierra Club in which experts from various 
fields will discuss the environmental 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Now: Fall Meeting 
At Mansfield 


The Fall meeting of members of the 
Connecticut Chapter of The Nature Con- 
servancy will be held on Saturday, October 
9, 1971, at the First Congregational Church 
of Mansfield Center, Conn., south of 
Storrs. 

The choice follows a policy of rotating 
Spring and Fall meetings throughout the 
state. Uh 

~ The Spring meeting this year will be held 
on Saturday, June 12 at Kent in the nor- 
thwestern quarter of Connecticut. 

Last year’s Fall meeting was held in 
Stamford. The 1970 Spring meeting was in 
the Mystic-Stonington area. 

The Oct. 9 meeting at Mansfield Center 
-will include the election of officers and 
trustees for 1972 and other Chapter 
business. The Chapter Chairman will 
report on Conservancy activities in the 
state. 

Details of the meeting will be for- 
thcoming in the next issue of ‘‘The Oak 
Leaf.’’ 
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Connecticut’s Venomous Snakes, Timber 
Rattlesnake and Northern Copperhead, by 
Richard C. Petersen: Connecticut 
Geological and Natural History Survey 
Bulletin 103, 40 pages, 15 figures, 6 color 
plates, $1.00. 


This well illustrated and clearly written 
bulletin is designed to enable the reader to 
readily identify and better understand 
Connecticut’s two venomous snakes as 
they exist in a rapidly growing nor- 
theastern state. 

The distinguishing characteristics, 
habits, and distribution of these often 
misunderstood and feared reptiles are 
treated in detail, and their true nature 
disclosed. 

The publication is written in simple 
language with a minimum of technical 
terms, and includes outstanding color 
illustrations to show the color and pattern 
differences between the venomous and 
non-venomous snakes. 

The author, after spending many years 
studying the rattlesnake and copperhead 
in their natural habitats, has presented 
new data about these snakes, their oc- 
currence in Connecticut, and their 
relationship to man. Also included is a 
discussion about snakebite, its treatment, 
and where more information may be 
obtained. 


Charles A. Clark, former chairman of 
the Connecticut Chapter, and currently 
a trastee, has been elected a director of 
Bartlett Arboretum, Stamford. Our 
members met in this beautiful natural 
area. Mr. Clark continues.active work 
for Conservancy. 


— Photo by Noel Thomas 


This publication should be of interest to 
campers, hikers, naturalists, and others 
with outdoor activities as well as of in- 
terest to educators and students. 

Mr. Petersen, from his long experience 
with the two poisonous snakes, gives 
readers a calm and realistic view of them. 
He writes: 

“The venom is primarily used to obtain 
food; its use as a defensive weapon is 
secondary . .. Only as a last resort and 
generally not until the snake has been cut 
off from retreat or actually seized will 
these two snakes resort to striking and 
biting . . . The author has encountered 
many copperheads and rattlesnakes in 
Connecticut and has never been attacked . 

It is common knowledge among 
naturalists that man’s fear of snakes is 
only equaled by the snake’s fear of man.” 


How You Can Earn 
A Conservancy Badge 


Want to help increase Chapter mem- 
bership? 

On request, members may obtain a 
packet containing materials for writing to 
ten friends inviting them to join the Nature 
Conservancy. The packet contains note 
paper, envelopes, Conservancy folders 
and membership applications. 

Connecticut residents automatically 
become Chapter members. Residents of 
other states can obtain Connecticut 
Chapter membership by requesting it of 
their membership applications. | 

Everyone participating in this effort will 
receive a green and white Conservancy 
shoulder patch for their efforts. 

Send requests for ‘‘Membership 
Packets’’ to the Nature Conservancy, 151 
Brookdale Road, Stamford, Conn. 06903. 


Members... 
From Page One 


implications of energy requirements of an 
expanding population, with particular 
reference to electric power generation, 
storage and transmission. 

The Nature Conservancy will sponsor a 
workshop on various aspects of land 
acquisition and preservation, including 
those related to economics, legal con- 
siderations, land protection and use. 

This portion of the program will be 
under the direction of Chapter Vice 
Chairman Tom Gaines. It will be par- 
ticularly important for members or 
potential members of Conservancy 
Preserve Caretaker Committees. 

It is hoped that members of Land Trusts 
and Town Conservation Commissions will 
attend and participate in this workshop. 

Another workshop will be sponsored by 
the Kent School and the Sierra Club on 
conservation education. Indoor and out- 
door teaching techniques will be covered. 

As we go to press, plans are being 
completed. It is planned to mail with this 
issue of The Oak Leaf the agenda of the 
meeting. A reservation envelope will be 
provided for use in advising the Reser- 
vations Committee of planned attendance, 
and of making payments for reservations 
to lunch and dinner, which will be served 
by Kent School. 

The price for the luncheon will be $2.50 
and for the reception and dinner $5.50. 

It will be necessary to make reser- 
vations early to be assured of ac- 
commodations at the meetings and ¢ 
meals. 


This bulletin may be ordered from 
Walter Brahm, State Librarian, Hartford, 
Conn. 06115 (postpaid; Connecticut 
residents must add 5 percent sales tax). 
Like all publications of the Connecticut 
Geological and Natural History Survey, 
one copy is available, free of charge, to 
public officials, exchange libraries, 
Scientists, and teachers, who indicate 
under their official letterhead that it is 
required in their professional work. 


Care of Land 
Workshop Set 
At June Meet 


Connecticut ChapterVice-Chairman, 
Tom Gaines, is reviewing the Caretaker 
Committees of the Chapter preserves in 
Connecticut. 

A checklist of these preserves was 
distributed with the February 1971 issue of 
The Oak Leaf. Tom is eager to develop a 
ono of cooperation and coordination 

ween the various caretaker groups. 

The workshop on land acauisition and 
protection to be held at the Chapter Spring 
Meeting, June 12, 1971 at Kent, Conn. will 
offer an opportunity for constructive work 
on this subject. 

Tom hopes that every caretaker com- 
mittee will be represented at the Spring 
Meeting and participate in the workshop. 

The importance of our Caretaker 
Committees was shown recently when one 
Connecticut Town started to dump sand on 
a Conservancy tidal marsh in connection 
with town sewer construction. 

The Caretaker Committee for the 
preserve reported the incident to the 
Chapter office, and action was taken to 
stop the dumping and seek redress from 
the town. 

Owning land and establishing preserves 
are essential first steps, but of equal im- 
portance is the work of dedicated, alert 
Caretaker Committees. 


The Chapter 


Chairman 


Notes That... 


by BILL DE SOUSA 
Protection of our environment and 
conservation of precious natural resources 
are problems of great complexity. Their 
solution calls for many talents in the fields 
of science, economics, politics and 
education, to name only a few. In this 
context, it seems well to reflect on the role 
of The Nature Conservancy — what that 
role is — and what it is not. 
he Nature Conservancy is dedicated to 
y one aspect of the environmental 
crisis, but it is seeking to do an outstanding 
job in its chosen field. Its efforts are en- 
tirely directed to the acquisition and 
preservation of natural areas and open 
Space. It does this by receiving gifts of 
land, by fund-raising to purchase land, and 
by assisting other conservation groups and 
government bodies in programs to acquire 
land for preservation as natural areas. 


Lands of The Nature Conservancy are’ 


Maintained as nature preserves for 


Entrance to 
Pond 


Mountain 


MACEDONIA 
STATE PARK 


SKIFF MT. ROAD 
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MAP shows location of Kent School on 
west side of Housatonic River only short 
distance from intersection of Rtes. 7 and 
341. The Spring meeting of Connecticut 
Chapter will be held there jointly with 
the Sierra Club June 12. Map also shows 
entrance to Pond Mountain Natural 
Area, gift of the late Myra H. Hopson. 
Members may wish to visit the 722-acre 
preserve while so close to it. A special 
article on Miss Hopson and Pond Moun- 
tain appeared in the Feb. 1971 Oak Leaf. 


scientific and educational purposes. 
Per mission is granted to organizations and 
individuals to visit Conservancy preserves 
for use in accordance with its stated 
purposes. Protection of our vanishing 
natural areas for the benefit of this and 
future generations is the one objective of 
The Nature Conservancy. 

The Nature Conservancy is a non-profit, 
tax-exempt organization. As such, it is not 
subject to payment of income taxes and 
certain other taxes. It has also been 
classified by the Internal Revenue Service 
as a “‘tax deductible’ organization. Under 
the Revenue Act of 1969, gifts to The 
Nature Conservancy are deductible on the 
donor’s income tax up to 50 percent of the 
donor’s gross income in the year. of the 
gift. Any unused portion of the gift may be 
carried forward for five years by the 
donor, and applied to future income tax 
returns. In order to maintain this favored 
classification, The Nature Conservancy 
must limit any activities which may be 
considered political lobbying. The Nature 
Conservancy does not engage in lobbying: 

There are other conservation 
organizations which direct their efforts in 
areas other than the one chosen by the 
Conservancy. Many of these organizations 
are not at present ‘‘tax deductible’’, and do 
engage in political activities. Their efforts 
are part of the overall attack on the en- 
vironmental problem, and many of the 
Same citizens who support. these 
organizations are also fhembers of the 
Conservancy. As private citizens, we have 


Three 


Mayors Told How 


NC Can Help Save 
Land in Their Towns 


Every mayor in Connecticut has 
received information that The Nature 
Conservancy can help his municipality to 
acquire land for conservation purposes — 
and sometimes by quick action save the 
propefty in question from diversion to 
other uses. 

This message was contained in the 
January newsletter of the Connecticut 
Conference of Mayors. It was sent out 
from state headquarters of the Conference 
in New Haven. Its story on Conservancy 
said in part: 

“The Connecticut Chapter can move 
promptly on land acquisition through 
borrowing of funds with credit available 
from the National office of the 
organization. These loans are then repaid 
through fund-raising efforts, town ap- 
propriations, or both.” 

The article then described how Con- 
servancy helped Ridgefield buy land close 
‘0 Ridgebury School, for its natural 
science program, with a three-year loan. 

‘“‘Through contributions of conservation- 
minded citizens and monies appropriated 
by the town, this loan has been repaid. The 
land is being conveyed by the Conservancy 
to the Town of Ridgefield and will be ad- 
ministered by the Town Conservation 
Commission.”’ 

Hugh C. Curran, mayor of Bridgeport is 
president of the Conference. Joel Cogen is 
its executive director. 


the privilege of seeking to influence 
legislation, but as an organization, the 
Conservancy is not political. 

Representatives of the Conservancy 
may testify before governmental bodies 
when the Conservancy has been invited to 
testify, and offer opinions on subjects in 
which it has expertise. 

As far as lands owned by The Nature 
Conservancy are concerned, the Con- 
servancy can and does take all legal ac- 
tions possible to defend its lands as natural 
areas. Mr. Clifford Emanuelson, Director 
of the Devil’s Den Preserve, and the 
writer, in coordination with attorney 
Russell Brenneman, recently testified in 
hearings relating to a proposed power 
transmission line of The Connecticut Light 
and Power Company. Another example of 
our actions to preserve our lands is a suit 
pending against a construction concern 
that damaged one of our preserves. 

All of us as conservationists are in- 
terested in, and active as individuals, in 
many fields of conservation. We must, 
however, be aware of The Nature Con- 
servancy’s chosen field of action, and 
understand why it refrains from lobbying 
and attending hearings where its lands are 
not involved, or where it has not been 
invited to testify. Our success in natural 
area preservation is ample testimony in 
favor of specialization by The Nature 
Conservancy. 


Five Projects 
Need Help to 
Attain Goals 


The fund-raising status of five important 
Nature Preserve projects of The Nature 
Conservancy in Connecticut is as follows: 

BUTTERMILK FALLS — This 12.6 acre 
property, containing the 95-foot, milky 
falls which gave it this name, is in the 
Town of Plymouth between Waterbury and 
Bristol. It starts in a series of cascades 
known as ‘‘Indian Heaven’’, legendarily 
used by redskins as a camping ground. 


(See Oak Leaf, Fall, 1970 issue, Volume 9, 


No. 3.) 

It merits our continued support in order 
to reach its goal. One of the state’s im- 
portant marked trails, the Mattatuck, runs 
through the tract. The falls is most im- 
pressive at this spring season of the year. 
_ A total of $3,945 has been raised against 
a total of $15,000 needed. 

COTTRELL MARSH — With continued 
support, we can write ‘‘success’’ in 
preserving this important coastal wetland 
project of 47 acres in Stonington. 

A balance of $1097 remains to be raised. 
The project started in 1968 with a goal of 
$60,000. So far this year we have received 
gifts of $450. 

DEVIL’S DEN — Our largest Con- 
necticut Preserve. Fund-raising efforts 
are in progress for three additions to this 
dramatic wild area. 

The Saugatuck Wild Life Refuge in 
Weston, 17 acres of swamp and woodland, 
needs $31,275 to reach its goal of $60,000. 

The Great Ledge of 45 acres in Redding 
needs $36,081 to attain its goal of $60,000. 

The Great Ledge Trail, is an 18-acre 
connector strip needed to extend Devil’s 
Den trails into the Great Ledge area. The 
project needs $23,896 to reach its goal of 
$26,500. 

Contributions to these projects are tax 
deductible and may be sent to The Nature 
Conservancy, 151 Brookdale Road, 
Stamford, Conn., 06903. Please write the 
name of the project for which the gift is 
intended on the check. All gifts will be 
acknowledged. 


National Office: 


chapter Chairman: 


1800 North Kent St. Suite 800, 
Arlington, Va. 22209 


Conn. Chapter Office: 151 Brookdale Rd. 
Stamford, Conn. 06903 


G. William De Sousa 
21 Silver Brook Road 
Westport, Conn. 06880 


You Are Asked to Report on Spraying Plans 


The Nature Conservancy is opposed to 
the application of chemical sprays on its 
lands 


While certain chemical sprays kill pest 
species such as gypsy moth, they present 
ecological hazards because of the non- 


‘selective killing of beneficial organisms in 


addition to the target species. 


Because of potential dangers from 
chemical sprays, The Nature Conservancy 
cbjects to their use on its land 


Members are requested to advise the 
Chapter Chairman concerning any 
pesticide spraying of towns where Con- 
servancy Preserves are located. The 
Checklist of Preserves distributed with the 
February, 1971, issue of The Oak Leaf 
shows the town locations. 


The Nature Conservancy, 
151 Brookdale Road, 
Stamford, Conn., 06903 


Giving the type of spray, method and 
extent of the proposed application will be 
helpful. 


Easements in Norfolk 
Protect 231 Acres 


Mrs. Frank Egler of Norfolk has given 
The Nature Conservancy an easement to 
231 acres of natural lands adjoining the 
Frederick C. Walcott Preserve in the 
Beckley Bog area of that town. 

This is the second group of easements 
that Mrs. Egler has given. It raises 
total acreage now protected by Co 
servancy from 584 to 815 acres, including 
529 acres owned by Nature Conservancy. 
The balance is protected by conservation 
easements. | 

Mrs. Egler is a former trustee and 
chairman of the Connecticut Chapter of 
Nature Conservancy. 


‘PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE NATURE CONSERVANCY. 
MY CONTRIBUTION TO THIS IMPORTANT CONTINUING EFFORT IS 


[} $1,000 or more 


[] $50 or more 
(Supporting) 


[] $300 or more 
(Patron) (Life) 


[] $25 or more 
(Contributing) 
[] $5 (Annual) 


[] $100 or more 
(Guarantor) 


[] $10 or more 
(Sustaining) 


Members receive the Conservancy's Quarterly News and The Oak Leaf. 


Residents are automatically members of the Connecticut Chapter. Residents of other states may join 
the Connecticut Chapter by so requesting on their applications. 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 


Newsletter Editor: Newell Rogers 


Any material published in this Newsletter may 
be reprinted without permission; credit would 
be appreciated. 


The Editor invites any comments concerning, 
or articles for the Chapter Newsletter. 


Box 26, 
Warren, Conn. 06754 


